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Recommendation:  It is recommended that: 
 
(a) the responses to the advertised Traffic Regulation Order are noted; and 
(b) the Traffic Regulation Order, amended as detailed in Appendix A is made and 

sealed and the scheme implemented.   
 
1. Summary 
 
The purpose of this report is to consider the representations received during the Dartmouth 
and Kingswear Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) consultation. 
 
2. Background/Introduction 
 
In 2011, Devon County Council (DCC) in partnership with South Hams District Council and 
Dartmouth Town Council set up the Dartmouth Traffic Management Group.  The group 
consisted of County and Town Councillors, members of the public and key stakeholders. 
 
One of the aims of this group was to review the existing parking restrictions within Dartmouth 
and propose changes where it was felt necessary.  Requests were made by members of the 
group which in some instances were requests submitted on behalf of non-group members.  
 
The proposals were then presented to the Traffic Management Group and the Town Council 
who both agreed in principle to consult on these changes.  Following agreement from the 
local Member and the Chair of HATOC a traffic regulation order was advertised between 30 
August and 20 September 2013.  During the consultation, DCC received 1,046 
representations.  
 
Following a review of these representations, DCC officers amended the proposals and in 
agreement with the local Member, arranged a public exhibition to highlight these 
modifications.  Here, the public were invited to make further comment on the proposals 
between 26 November and 10 December 2013, 47 representations were submitted. 
 
3. Proposal 
 
The proposals originally advertised, included: 
 

  Amending the seasonal limited waiting restrictions within Dartmouth so they apply all 
year.  This had been proposed following complaints that parking was more 
problematic in the winter as drivers were unable to park for an unlimited time 
between 1 October and 30 April. 

  No waiting at any time restrictions at a number of locations within Dartmouth and 
Kingswear following concerns of inconsiderate and/or dangerous parking.  

Please note that the following recommendations are subject to consideration and 
determination by the Committee before taking effect. 



 Three loading bays within Dartmouth to aid loading and unloading.  
 
Following the advertising period, officers met with the local Member to discuss the 
representations.  During this meeting it was recommended to make the following 
modifications: 
 

 The seasonal limited waiting bays should not be amended and the proposals not 
progressed. 

 

 A number of no waiting at any restrictions should be reduced or removed completely 
following concerns that the cumulative effect of these restrictions would be negative 
to Dartmouth and result in drivers parking in more dangerous locations. 

 

 All proposed loading bay proposals should be removed completely following 
concerns that the cumulative effect of these restrictions would be negative to 
Dartmouth and result in drivers parking in more dangerous locations. 
 

 The no waiting at any restrictions along Brixham Road should be re-advertised so 
that they extend as per the Parish Councils amended request. 

 

 The remaining restrictions would be implemented as advertised. 
 
A full set of plans will be available during the committee meeting or by email on request.  
The plans illustrate the proposals that were originally advertised and the modifications 
consulted upon. 
 
4. Consultations & Representations 
 
The Dartmouth Traffic Management Group met once a month to discuss improvements that 
could be made to the highway infrastructure within Dartmouth.  Included in these discussions 
were the proposals to amend and introduce various parking restrictions.  It should be noted 
that attendance by local stakeholders and Town and Parish Councillors reduced 
considerably during 2013. 
 
In May 2013 the Dartmouth Traffic Management Group and Dartmouth Town Council both 
agreed that the proposed restrictions should be consulted upon for public opinion. 
 
Following approval by the local Member and the Chair of HATOC, formal consultation on the 
proposed TRO began on 30 August and lasted until 20 September 2013.  During this period 
Devon County Council received 1,046 representations, the majority of which requested that 
no changes were made to parking within and around Dartmouth.  A summary of these 
representations can be seen in column 2 of Appendix A. 
 
Officers met with the local Member on 22 October 2013 to discuss and review the 
objections.  During this meeting it was recommended that the TRO should be modified so 
that it did not include changes to the limited waiting bays and loading bays, but it was 
considered pertinent that a number of no waiting at any time restrictions should be pursued 
where there was considered to be a safety issue. 
 
To inform and allow discussion on these proposed modifications, a public exhibition was 
held at the Dartmouth Guildhall on 25 November between 13:00 and 19:00.  This was 
advertised in the Dartmouth Chronicle on 15 November and on local radio.  All of the 
proposed modifications were on display and those that attended were invited to fill in 
feedback forms.  In addition, a website illustrating the same information provided people with 



an opportunity to provide feedback.  36 feedback forms were completed on the day and a 
further 11 submitted either online send in by post.  A summary of these responses can be 
found in column 4 of Appendix A. 
 
5. Financial Considerations 

 
The funding of this project has been allocated from the Off Street Parking Account Traffic 
Management Plan budget.  The total cost of the traffic management plan, including works, is 
estimated to be £10,000. 
 
6. Sustainability Considerations 
 
Sustainability has been considered and the proposals have been amended following 
economic and social concerns raised by the local residential and business community. 
 
7. Carbon Impact Considerations 

 
The schemes are likely to have a neutral or positive carbon emission effect with some 
drivers being persuaded to use the car park rather than driving around Dartmouth and 
Kingswear looking for unrestricted parking spaces. 
 
8. Equality Considerations 

 
There are not considered to be any equality issues in regards to this scheme. 
 
9. Legal Considerations  
 
The lawful implications of the proposals have been considered and taken into account in the 
preparation of this report.  
 
DCC has followed the legal process required for TROs. 
 
10. Risk Management Consideration 
 
There is a risk that some parking may be displaced into neighbouring streets but the 
proposed modifications to this order intend to minimise this risk. 
 
11. Public Health Impact  
 
It is considered that there are no public health impacts as a result of the schemes mentioned 
within this report. 
 
12. Options/Alternatives 
 
The option of introducing the TRO as per the original proposals is considered inappropriate 
due to the volume of objections received. 
 
The option of continuing the status quo is not considered a viable option as a number of 
issues regarding traffic management and road safety have been raised and some 
restrictions are considered necessary to resolve these. 
 



13. Reason for Recommendation 

 
The purpose of the TRO was to resolve a number of traffic management issues identified 
within Dartmouth and Kingswear.  Due to the volume and type of objections received during 
the consultation the original TRO was modified and consulted upon.  It is recommended that 
the objections are resolved and the modified TRO is implemented as summarised in 
Appendix A. 
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